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we need to have this information avail-
able.

Now, another sad truth. While I have
been speaking, the number of cases has
gone up. While I have been speaking,
another person has died in the hospital.
While I have been speaking, the costs
have gone up $100,000.

Something is terribly wrong with
this system. We know hospitals can
clean this up. We also need to know
that we need to stop wasting our
health care dollars on preventable in-
fections. Let’s join together as a Na-
tion and pass H.R. 1174.

————

REVISIONS TO THE 302(a) ALLOCA-
TIONS AND BUDGETARY AGGRE-
GATES ESTABLISHED BY THE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEARS
2007 AND 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
SPRATT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, pursuant to
section 207(f) of S. Con. Res. 21, the Concur-
rent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year
2008, | hereby submit for printing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD revised 302(a) allocations
for the House Committee on Appropriations for
fiscal years 2007 and 2008. | am also pro-
viding current law mandatory allocations for in-
formational purposes only.

REVISED ALLOCATION OF SPENDING AUTHORITY TO HOUSE
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

[In millions of dollars]

20071 2008

Discretionary action:
BA 950,316
....... 1,029,465

953,053
1,028,398

Outlays
Current Law Man
BA

549,102
533,495

548,676
536,972
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Lincludes emergencies incorporated into the Congressional Budget Office
March baseline.

———
IRAQ AND U.S. SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SESTAK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, I com-
manded an aircraft carrier battle group
of 30 ships off Afghanistan during the
war from the Indian Ocean. We were
told one day to take those 30 ships into
the Persian Gulf, which some thought
would be the running start to the Iraqi
war.

Of those 30 ships, 20 of them were not
United States’ ships. They were Japa-
nese. They were Australian. They were
Italian. They were Greek. There were
many other ships from throughout this
world. But when we entered through
the Strait of Hormuz into the Persian
Gulf, none of those ships came with us
except the British and the Australians.
At that time, I knew that this war in
Iraq would be a tragic misadventure.

Two months after the war in Afghan-
istan commenced, I was actually on the
ground in Afghanistan. I saw for a very
short period of time what needed to be
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done in order to bring about a success-
ful resolution of that conflict.

After the war in Iraq was over and I
left my carrier battle group, I was on
the ground again for a short period
again in Afghanistan and saw what had
not been done, because we had diverted
not just our attention but our re-
sources, our PSYOPS forces, our spe-
cial forces, our civil affairs units to
Iraq. To me, Afghanistan is a poster
child, as it is pre-terrorist and the
Taliban have shifted into the southern
provinces again and what Iraq has done
to U.S. security worldwide.

So, therefore, I believe that the only
strategy that we can pursue for success
in Iraq is to have a date that is certain
by which we will redeploy out of Iraq.
We have to do this for two primary rea-
sons.

First, a date certain changes the
structure of incentives within the
countries that are in that region to
change the behavior. Iraqis need to
step up to the plate, understanding we
will not be there providing political
and military cover to pursue the per-
sonal fiefdoms within the ministries of
Baghdad’s governments.

Also, Iran and Syria are involved de-
structively in this war. Once they
know that we will not be there, they
have an incentive to work for stability.
They do not want the more than 4 mil-
lion refugees that are dislocated within
Iraq, and some have already filled our
borders, to continue to overflow it, if
we are not there to contain that insta-
bility.

Second, they do not want a proxy war
between these two allied nations,
Syria, Sunni and Iranian Shi’a. If we
are not there, they do not want to fuel
a proxy war between themselves as
they support different religious fac-
tions.

But there is a second reason why we
must have a date certain with suffi-
cient time to redeploy our troops.

It took us 6 months to redeploy out
of Somalia, a much smaller force. In
Iraq, we have 140,000 troops and over
100,000 civilians. No one should ever try
to redeploy those troops, and what is
the hardest military operation to do is
withdrawal, when they are most vul-
nerable in a short period of time.

We must have a date certain as a
strategy, as the only leverage remain-
ing to change the behavior of nations
within that region to work for stability
and to have our troops, those who wear
the cloth of this Nation, that we sent
there to have a redeployment that can
be safe.

I ask this Congress to think the next
time, as we must work for an end to
this open-ended commitment, that we
do so with sufficient time, as my bill
said, by the end of December 31, but on
an authorization bill, not an appropria-
tions bill, where we again would be
forced to vote, as I had to, for the safe-
ty of our troops versus the need to re-
deploy from Iraq, under a strategy
which can leave behind an unfailed
state.
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To bring about greater security, an
authorization bill is needed. Being in
the military is a dangerous business. It
has the dignity of danger. It should
never be unsafe because we are forced
in an appropriations bill, with a short
period of time, to not provide the re-
sources for our forces.

I therefore say that it needs to be an
authorization bill with a date certain
to bring about a greater security for
the United States.

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING THE HOUSTON FOOD
BANK ON THEIR 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I wonder how many of us have
experienced hunger in our lives. I won-
der how many recognize the number of
Americans who go to bed every night
hungry.

It is for this reason that I rise to sa-
lute the Houston Food Bank on its 25th
anniversary and to acknowledge the 25
years that the Houston Food Bank,
connected to many food banks around
America, has served our community,
serving mnearly 500,000 hungry men,
women, children and their families.

I would like to express my sincere ap-
preciation and thanks to the staff, the
board of directors, volunteers and
friends of the Houston Food Bank that
have generated this most important
and especially deserving organization
in our community.

Hunger is devastating, but, more im-
portantly, hunger can Kkill. It can kill,
because those who suffer can have low
nutrition that leads, if you will, to
their vulnerability to disease and, yes,
ultimately death. Most Americans are
not familiar with the extremes of hun-
ger. But, yet, it faces our community,
or we are faced with it every single
day.

In southeast Texas alone, more than
900,000 people are food insecure, mean-
ing they do not know where their food
will come from or the next meal will
come from. Many children go to school,
and their only meal are the free
lunches and breakfasts.

So it is with great honor and privi-
lege that I pay tribute to the Houston
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